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"WHAT ABOUT COOPERATIVE NURSERY SCHOOLS? 
Katherine H, Read* 
Oregon State College 


The field of nursery education is so new that experiments, 
new developments and questions about them should be welcomed, We know 
that young children, living in a largely urban and highly mechanized 
world, heed something more than we have been offering them, We know 
that mothers, coming more and more frequently from mall families, need 
to know more than they do about children, We must continue to search 
for ways of meeting these needs, Nursery schools offer one possible 
answer, 


_ Most well informed parents today wish their children could 
attend good nursery schools, But good nursery schools are few and far 
between, Parents who may have tried some of the groups which go by the 
name of "nursery school," although they do not meet the standards set 
by the National Association for Nursery Education, know that such groups 
offer no solution, They may even be damaging to individual children, 


Because there are so few real nursery schools, because good 
schools are expensive (poor schools may be even more expensive), many 
_ parents are turning to cooperative nursery schools or play groups as an 
answer to their children's need for more freedom and more companionship 
than the modern home can offer, To many adults, these parent cooperative 
groups seem the best answer, not only because they cost less, but because 
mothers have the chance to learn by participating in the school's program 
with their children, 


What is a cooperative nursery school or play group? For our 
purpose, it may be defined as a school in which the mothers spend some 
time assisting in the operation of the school, Many cooperative nursery 
. schools are organized and managed by parents, They usually employ a 
trained person who is present each day to give continuity to the program 
and to take responsibility for directing it. The mothers whose children 
attend and who assist in the school meet regularly with the director to 
discuss the questions which arise. The success of such schools depends 
largely on the background of the parents and the quality of leadership, 


I would like to raise several questions about the cooperative 
nursery school for parents who want to see sound programs developing 
and for educators who must constantly clarify. their thinking about new 
developments. First; Is the cooperative nursery school staff fully aware 
of its difference from the regular nursery school staffed by professionally 
trained teachers and is it aware of the problems which exist because of these 
differences? Second; Does the cooperative nursery school really make 


' *Katherine H, Read is the author of the recent book "The Nursery School, 
a Human Relations Laboratory" published by W.B.Saunders Company, 1950. 
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COOPERATIVE NURSERY. SCHOO LS 
participation a learning experience for parents? 


The cooperative nursery school differs in one important 
respect from the regular nursery school. In the cooperative school 
the mothers serve in the Vediiiaied of teachers or assistant teachers, 


The effect that ‘this arrangement has on the relationship 
between a mother and her child should be examined critically. We know 
that the quality gf the relationship between a mother and her child in- 
fluences his personality development perhaps more than any other single 
factor, We know that a child needs a feeling of being loved and wanted, 
of belonging and of being important to his parents. The security which 
comes from having this need satisfied enables him later to face situations 
in which he is not important, in which he may be deprived and frustrated. 
If the child has known enough security in the early relationships with 
his parents he can face these later situations without too much damage 
to himself, There are conflicts which must be resolved, of course. For 
example, psychologists point out the tremendous psychological significance 
which the arrival of a new baby has for the first child. Only with time 
and steadfast reassurance can he adjust successfully to sharing his 
parents' love with the new baby. 


The experience of sharing is a difficult one and the.way in 

' which it is experienced by a child determines whether he gains or loses 
in feeling secure, Even yet we do not know too much about building the 
kinds of secure feelings which give a child emotional protection, But 
in the cooperative nursery school the child is called on to share his 
mother with a whole group of rivals! 


When a mother participates in a parents' cooperative school, 
she adds the role of teacher to that of mother. How many mothers can 
handle this double role well? In each case the answer may depend in part 
on whether the mother feels safe and sure herself under the demands of 
parenthood, Her own anxieties and insecurities will play a part as she 
enters the nursery school situation with her child. 


Let us take an example of a mother who may have been a 
secretary, a salesgirl or a professional woman before her marriage, With 
little preparation or previous experience, perhaps she has been struggling 
with the problem of meeting the needs, first of a baby and then of a 
toddler in a city home where little is adapted to a child. When her 
child reaches the age of three, she hears about a nursery school where 
the parents take turns in helping care for the children and gain some 
"time off" for themselves in return... After reading a book and attending 
.Some meetings, she enters the school.with her son. 


She probably feels rather helpless and inadequate in the 
new situation, Her insecurities are near the surface. Perhaps she sees 
an aggressive little boy hit a girl who gets in his way. She feels: strong- 
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COOPERATIVE NURSERY SCHOOLS 
ly and steps in, almost trembling with indignation, and sets the child 
firmly down in a chair until he can "be a good boy." When he kicks her 
angrily, she can hardly keep from slapping him except that she remembers 
that it's against the rules, Inside herself she knows that the little 
boy is not likely to be any better because of what she has done, She feels 
humiliated and frustrated, Even worse, her own little Billy seems upset, 
He clings to her and is likely to interfere when she is trying to help 
other children, When they play ball, he wants her to throw the ball 

only to him, When she insists that they must "take turns," he has a 
temper tantrum which stops the game. The other mothers try to help her 
but she finds herself more and more often engaged in disciplining Billy 
and the relationship grows more and more strained, As the days pass, he 
begins to suck his thumb more, : Toilet accidents are frequent, She wel- 
comes the days that he spends at school without her and tries to close 
her eyes to what she feels is happening. Instead of being more independ- 
ent, he is becoming more of a baby at home, ‘ 


This may not be a typical experience but this, or something 
like it does happen to some mothers and their children in cooperative 
nursery schools, We must see the problem if we are to solve it. 


I wonder if very many young children today are sufficiently 
secure to be able to share their mothers with a group of other children, 
I wonder if very many mothers are sufficiently secure as parents to be 
able to give the necessary support to their own child and at the same time 
to meet the needs of a group of children, 


To play the role of a mother and a teacher simultaneously 
requires insight and understanding. If it can be done at all, it will 
only be done well with a background of training and previous experiences 
plus a sound personal adjustment. To be thrust into such a complex role 
with only superficial preparation may not only be confusing but damaging 
to the quality of the parent-child relationships. The mother and child 
who are most in need of help are likely to be the most damaged, 


Every young child has the right to feel sure that his mother 
belongs to him, that she will attend to his cry first. Every mother needs 
to be able to do this for her child without feeling any guilt, without 
feeling that her child is too demanding, if she is to satisfy her own 
deepest feelings, The teacher offers something different to the child. 
Her role is to help him understand and respect other children as he enters 
a@ group. She guides him in his group relationships. While she meets 
individual children's needs, she belongs equally to all the children. 

She accepts the child's dependency but she helps him find more and more 
strength in belonging to the group, She is not his mother. She is his 
teacher and he senses a new relationship, In the nursery school which is 
staffed with professionally trained teachers, it is not difficult to devel- 
op the concept of new relationships. It is more difficult in cooperative 
schools, 

(Continued on next page) 
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COOPERATIVE N U R SE R Y SCHOOLS 


I ad ton, how many ‘parents are serious about their own 
education when they undertake a cooperative nursery school venture, I 
wonder how many times a professionally trained director is available who 
has the skill to offer help to the parents as well as to the children, 


If the school really is intended for the purpose of parent educa- 
tion it must have skilled direction and plenty of it! The parents must 
have opportunities to watch a trained teacher as she opens the door to 
music a little wider for a child, or as she answers his questions in words 
that he can understand, or as she interprets his feelings to him, Parents 
must have the chance to watch and then to try to do these things themselves, 
sure at least of what they are trying to do, Then they must have time to 
talk over situations with the experienced teacher if they are to grow from 
their experiences, This can happen only in a school that is better staffed 
than most schools are, 


It seems to me that the cooperative nursery school does create 
new problems for itself. It seems to me that it has a difficult obliga- 
tion to meet if it is to educate parents. If it does not recognize the 
problems and accept the obligations, it becomes only a "short cut" attempt 
to get the values which have been demonstrated in a regular nursery school, 
without paying the price. 


Incidently, we must remember that the cooperative nursery 
school is not the only way to educate for parenthood. Many opportunities 
for learning to understand children are being neglected in the years before 
individuals become parents, It may be that education is easier before 4 
person is tangled in the intensely personal parent-child relationship, 
High schools and colleges need to have good courses based on laboratory 
experience in nursery schools, These courses are needed by both men and 
women, The period of pregnancy is a period when interest in learning 
about children is high. Intensive courses with discussion, observation 
and work with children should yield rich returns, especially during the 
first pregnancy, There would be no tendency to be defensive because of 
errors already made! 


Good education is not likely to be cheap unless one looks at 
it from the standpoint of its long term values and then one can see how 
expensive poor education may be. It is important to keep on raising questions 
about what happens to children and their parents as we try to find differ- 
ent ways to meet their needs in this changing world. Our knowledge is far 
from complete, We are not likely to reach our goals by short cuts, The 
cooperative nursery schools will make a contribution only if they examine 
critically what they are doing and if they evaluate their results. 
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EAT OR NOT TO EAT 


BETWEEN MEALS 
IN THE NURSERY SCHOOL 


QUESTION; What do you think of the Mid-Morning Snack? 
I, Thomas P. Saltiel, M.D, 


Clinical. Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 
College OF University of Illinois 


"It is generally agreed, I believe, that some form of nutriment 
should be supplied to the pre-school child midway between his breakfast 
and the noon meal, Physiologically this is. sound. The carbohydrates 
ingested in early morning, some time between 7 and 9 A.M., are spent and 
by experience teachers have. Fite aa noted a letdown at about 10 
o'clock, 


The choice of snack..I believe should be a fruit juice and a 
cracker, preferably unsweetened, Energy obtained from such food is rapid 
and in most cases will tide the child over until his lunch period. 


I object to milk and swoetened crackers for general use. They 
tend to "spoil" the child's lunch (often the main mea 1) during this period 
when frequent instances of anorexia occur. | 


Occasionally one encounters the allergic child who is sensitive 
to the fruit juices. Here I would recommend a 10% Dextrose solution slight- 
ly sweetened for taste." 


II. W. M, Winston, M.D. 
Pediatrician, Chicago, Illinois 


"A great deal of thought has been given the question of the mid- 
morning snack, because it is an in-between-meal feeding. Nursery School 
Nutritionists and Physicians have felt that to develop a good appetite in 
a growing child, with well-rounded meals served at regular intervals, should 
not include an extra feeding. For many years this view has been held as 
basically sound, and has been — by most of the better Nursery Schools 
throughout the comtry. 


Recently, a new concept is steadily increasing in popularity. 
This concept is based on the caloric need of the child, An active and 
energetic child, perhaps, does require the mid-morning snack, With 
increased outdoor activities as well as indoor play, increased metabolic 
processes come into play and the child burns up his food intake rather 
quickly. This, of course, is in addition to the normal increased metabol- 
ic rate of the growing child, as compared to the normal adult rate. 


In view of these facts, the mid-morning snack should be 
given to any child who desires it." 
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LEGISIATIVE NOTES 


Christine Heinig 
Washington 6, D. C, 


Two important federal education bills passed by the 8lst Congress 
have now become law, Money has been provided which will enable the states 
to survey their school construction needs and money has been provided 
to the states to expand their educational facilities in federally impact- 
ed areas, 


While "school age population" in these measures has been defined 
as applying to children between the ages of 5 ani 17, it is conceivable 
that a sympathetic school administration might undertake to survey all 
educational needs including the needs of working mothers for nursery 
schools and extended school services, It is no secret that the labor 
market soon will draw more heavily on women power, and industry is parti- 
cularly interested in employing "buxom housewives" who in the main, are 
mothers of young children, It behooves us all to be well informed on 
the provisions of these laws in order to be helpful in interpreting 
them at the local level, and in getting benefit from them for the educa- 
tion of young children. Copies of the bills themselves can be obtained 
by writing to the Document Clerks of the U. S, House and Senate, 
Washington 25, D. C, They are embodied in Public Law 815, Individual 
bills, S, 2317 and H.R. 7940. 


I. Surveys and Planning of School Construction Programs 


Congress has appropriated $3 million to the U, S, Office of 
Education for grants to state departments of education for 
surveys and planning of state-wide school construction pro- 
grams, The bill (S. 2317) specifically provides: "That the 
making of grants under this title shall not in any way com- 
mit the Congress to authorize or appropriate funds to under- 
take the construction of any public works so planned," Federal 
funds may be used by state departments of education: 


1. To inventory existing school facilitics,. 


2. To survey the need for the construction of additional 
facilities in relation to the distribution of school 
population, 


To develop state plans for school construction programs, 


‘To study the adequacy of state and local resources avail- 
. able to meet school facilities requirements. 
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The $3-million will be allotted on the basis that the ratio 
of school-age population in each state bears to school-age 
population in the United States.,. Within its allotment, 
each state is entitled to receive an amount equal to half 
of its expenditures for this purpose ,* 


II. Federal Aid to School Districts Severely Stfected 
Federal Activities 


Congress has enacted legislation and also voted funds to 
provide federal grants to school districts severely affected 
by federal activities, 


Overation of Schools: The sum of $23 ,000 ,000 was appropri- 
ated to the U. S, Office of Education for grants to school 
districts pursuant to the provisions of H.R. 7940. This 
bill recognizes federal responsibility to share in the cost 
of educating children in those school districts where the 
federal government has placed financial burdens by reason of 
any of the aati conditions: 


As The revenues ee to such agencies from local 
sources have been reduced as the result of the acqui- 
sition of real property by the United States. 


Such agencies provide education for children residing 
on federal property. ae 


Such agencies provide education for children whose 
parents are employed on federal property. 


4, There has been a sudden and substantial increase in 
school attendance as the result of federal activities, 


' The bill includes detailed formulas for determining the extent 


of the federally-caused problem and also a formula for comput- 
ing the federal contribution to meet part of this additional 
cost. The bill sets up this program on a temporary 4-year 
basis, ending June 30, 1954. In addition to the $23 million 
appropriation, it is estimated that other federal agencies 
(Armed Services, Atomic Energy Commission, Department of In- 
terior, etc.) will transfer about $5 million to the U. S. 
Office of Education to carry out their programs of federal 
aid to school districts. In-the course of the House debate, 
it was indicated that if expanding federal activities continue 
to place increasing financial burdens upon school districts, 
consideration will be given to the need for a emma 
appropriation next year. 
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Construction of Schools: The sum of $21,500,000 was appropri- 
ated to the U, S, Office of Education for the purpose of pro- 
viding grants, authorized by S, 2317, for construction of 
urgently needed school facilities, either on military posts and 
other federal property, or in areas where federal activities have 
clearly imposed a heavy burden upon local school districts, It 
is estimated that this sum will cover about 70 applications of 
average size. In addition, Congress authorized the Office to en- 
ter into contractual arrangements for an additional $25 million 
which will allow the approval of about 75 additional applications 
of the 600 applications which it is expected will eventually be 
approved under the authority of S, 2317, The bill authorizes a 
3-year construction program:and the cost is estimated to be from 
$150 to $170 million, 


The bill includes detailed formulas for determining whether 
a school district has a sufficient amount of federally 
caused attendance to qualify for construction grants, It 
also provides formulas for determining the federal share 
of the cost of educating such children, Provision also 

is made for assistance for impacts occurring in the future 
and for impacts that are of temporary duration, It is 
estimated that there are from 500 to 600 school districts 
eligible to receive this aid. The final version of this 
bill permits the larger cities with more than 35,000 
pupils in 1939 to qualify for grants upon compliance 

with eligibility requirements which are higher than those 
for smaller communities, These larger communities are 
also required to "absorb" a greater part of the federal 
impact .* 


1950 White House Conference. We anticipate that reports from the 1950 
White House Conference will include sections on all laws affecting 

children and family life, . Especially important will be the recommenda- 
tions for improving laws or the need for obtaining initial legislation, 


State Aid for Nursery Schools. News is at hand that a bill has been 
drawn up and presented to the New York State Legislature providing for 
State Aid to Nursery Schools. 


.Once citizen effort has reached this goal, it is most urgent that 
individuals and groups who support the provisions of the bill become 
active in doing a public information job to gain further support for 
it. Members of the legislature usually need to be educated on matters 
related to education, and they will welcome your ideas on the subject 
if you are skillful in approaching them and have timed your lobbying 
well, (If you want to brush up on the know how, I can send you a copy 
of our new Legislative Work Sheets for the price of postage!) 
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State Laws Regarding Private Schools, With the threat of a 20 year per- 
iod of mobilization of industry and manpower, and the many emergency 
group care programs that are certain to be developed for the children 

of working mothers, the need to obtain statutes covering educational 
services for young children becomes acute, As you know, a few states 
have through their State Departments of Education already established 
certain statutes, but these are far too few, and in most cases the legis- 
lation does not go far enough, 


‘Individual initiative which snowballs with group activity, is the 
process by which such legislation is won, Look into the educational 
statutes of your state, and your city, study legislation covering public 
schools and most important, legislation covering private schools, Since 

most nursery schools are "private" or fee paying, regulations covering 
‘private schools can often be most easily rn to include education 
for children under six, 


Legislation and Public Relations, At the Biennial Conference of NANE 
to be held in New York, March 7-10, 1951, your Legislative Chairman has 
been asked to organize the Resource Center on Legislation and public 
Relations, We need your help to make these resources available to the 
2,000 anticipated members attending this convention, 


We need your help to make available to the 2,000 anticipated mem- 
bers attending this conference, as complete a library of copies of 
laws, regulations, public relations leaflets, posters and what have 
you! You know how helpful it is to see what others have done. 


This is an especial and personal appeal to you to send to me at the 
‘address below, anything you know of and can obtain that will contribute 
‘to ovr Resource Center. Send the material to me at the address below 
together with any explanatory notes that are needed to interpret it to 

. others, And, won't you plan to participate in this resource center 

if you are attending the conference, 


& 


*Quoted from Social Legislation Information Service, Issue No, 88, 81st 
Congress, A stbscription to this factual, impartial and non-profit ser- 
vice will be of greatest value to those who wish. to keep fully informed 
on federal social legislation and the activities of federal agencies 
‘affecting family life, children and community services in the area of 
‘health, education, Te housing, employment and recreation, 
The bulletin is published each Monday while Congress is in session, and 
less frequently and as news warrants between sessions, A three month 
trial subscription costs $2.50; a one year introductory subscription, 
$10.00; and a continuing yearly rate of $15.00. A sample bulletin will 
be sent on request to Social Legislative Information Service, Inc,, 
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N,W,, Washington 6, D, C, 
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NANE 1951 NATIONAL BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 


PROGRESS REPORT 
By Amy Hostler, Conference Chairman 


THE STEERING COMMITTEE which became the Program Planning 
Committee for the 1951 Biennial Conference was in one of its regularly 
planned monthly all-day meetings on October 10th .- when the telephone 
rang ...... There was a look of expectancy and a "who-is-it-this-time" 
on the faces of all the committee members, They had been sitting in an 
informal circle - discussing, debating, arguing heatedly from time to 
time, It was a very special meeting that the telephone had interrupted. 
Nine members of the program committee - four sub-committee chairmen, 
and the chairmen of several of the resource service centers were there. 


FINANCES. But to ast back to the telephone call, it was 
our NANE President “calling New York from Chicago, to find out what she 
could do to help and to report what was, at the moment of great concern 
to the hard-working committee, She had $188,00 on hand - contributed by 
individuals and groups for conference expenses, Because a nest egg to 
begin a conference is essential. this news was cause for rejoicing. The 
New York Council on Early Childhood Education had contributed $100,00; 
the New York State Association for Nursery Education had promised $100,003 
Philadelphia and Southern California groups have given $50.00 each, Other 
groups have sent smaller amounts, There is hope that there soon will be 
& balance which even the New York City banks will respect. BUT we haven't 
enough yet to pay for our pre-registration expenses - so please encourage 
your group organization at its next meeting to VOTE FOR A GIFT for the 
NANE Conference, Send it immediateiy to Dr. Frances Horwich, President; 
or to Mrs, J. Campbell Burton, Finance Chairman (130 East End Avenue, New 
York 28, N.Y.) Checks should be made out to NANE Biennial Conference, Mrs. 
Burton, Treasurer, 


To extend the participation in planming for our conference 
a meeting was held in New York on May 8th which included almost 100 NANE 
‘members invited to review the program to date. The results - a revised 
‘program, and a second invitation meeting held on October 10th, One hundred 
_ thirty people from. 29 related areas of work - such as Psychology, Psychiatry, 
Anthropology, Medicine, Psychiatric Social Work, Pediatrics and Public Health 
Services met to discuss the problems they wanted to have included for con- 
sideration, One hundred fourteen invited individuals answered the invita- 
tion; and fifty-two leaders in various professional fields attended the 
meeting. This is typical of the response made to our proposed program and 
to all of our requests for help. . 


You'll be hearing more in the next issue of THE BULIETIN! 
PLEASE be ready in January to REGISTER, It's a pre-registration type 
of conference which requires pre-planning to produce the kind of help each 
conference registrant wants, 
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NANE_ 1951 BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 


THE PROGRAM, The Opening Conference Meeting on Wednesday 
evening, March 7th, willbe addressed by Commissioner of Education Dr, 
Earl McGrath and by Dr, Lawrence K, Frank, These speeches will set the 
keynote for our whole conference and will be given in the auditorium of 
the famous Needle Trades High School - one of the most beautiful schools 
belonging to the Board of Education of New York City, 


In the next BULLETIN you'll see a complete copy of the Confer- 
ence Program, But perhaps we should tell you now that on the last day 
of the conference, Saturday, March 10th, the Luncheon addresses will be 
given by Madame Pandit, and by Jimmy Hymes, 


A PERSONAL NOTE: It's not too early to plan your trip. We 
cannot minimize the expense of a New York sojourn of even four days - 
but we must add that what you get at this Conference will be well worth 
its cost: The fun, the free time, the visits with old friends and new 
acquaintances. Special attention is being given to make this one week 
a HIGH-LIGHT for years to'come, The conference will stimulate your 
thinking - motivate your plenning - and activate the day-by-day job you're 
doing, 

1951 NANE BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 1951 


Headquarters - HOTEL COMMODORE, NEW YORK CITY, 


WEDNESDAY, March 7, 1951 (An Orientation Day for a11 Discussion Leaders, 
(Recorders, Resource People. 


(Also a United Nations Workshop for all Confer- 
(ence registrants - a visit to the U.N, - talks 
(with and by U.N. Delegates. 


THURSDAY -FRIDAY-SATURDAY FOUR DISCUSSION GROUP PERIODS of forty to fifty 


March 8, 9, 10th, 1951. groups - depending on registration (groups are 
to be held to 25. 


or 
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President: Frances R. Horwich 

Frances R. Horwich, who is now Chairman of the Saauietnent of 
Education at.Roosevelt College, Chicago, has had a varied background of 
experience. A teacher of the first grade in Evanston, Illinois, and of 
nursery school and kindergarten in Winnetka, Illinois, she later became a 
Supervisor of Nursery Schools in Chicago and Counsellor of Student Teachers 
at the Chicago Teachers College, She has also served as Dean of Education 
at Pestalozzi Froebel Teachers College and Director of the Hessian Hills 
School at Croton-on-Hudson, New York, At. the University of North Carolina, 
Mrs. Horwich was Professor of Education. She has also taught in the summer 
session there and at New Paltz State Teachers College, 


The author of a pamphlet, Nursery School First, Then Kindergarten, 
for the American Education Fellowship, Frances Horwich has had articles 
published in Educational Method, Childhood Education, Understanding the 
Child, National Parent Teacher Magazine, and the N.A.N.E, Bulletin. 


Prior to taking office as President of the National Association 
for Nursery Education, Mrs. Horwich served as a board member since 1943, 
and as Secretary of the eee for four years. 


First Vice-President: Howard A. Lane 

Howard A, Lane, professor of early childhood and elementary. 
education at the New York University School of Education, formerly was 
professor of educational psychology at Wayne University and psycholo- 
gist for the Detroit Police department. 


Lane has specialized in the social and educational backgrounds 
of delinquent youth and for two years combined a study of delinquency 
with the training of police recruits in Detroit. 


A native of LeRoy, Kansas, he studied at the Kansas State 
Teachers College in Emporia and holds the master's degree from the Uni- 
versity of Kansas and the doctorate from Northwestern University. He 
has taught in the high schools of Douglass, Kansas, and Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
and was superintendent of the schools at Highland, “Kansas. From 1931 
to 1944 he was a member of the faculty of Northwestern University. 


Lane has served as consultant on the improvement of student 
teaching for the American Council on Education and reorganized the social 
science department of Hampton Institute, 


He was executive secretary of the Detroit Mayor's Committee 
on Problems of Youth; secretary of the Michigan Welfare Commission's 
Committee on Detention House; consultant to the Michigan Juvenile Com- 
mission; and chairman of the Committee on Juvenile. Protection of the 
Michigan Congress of Parents and Teachers, 
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THE. OFFICERS 
Second Vice-President: Mary-Alice Mallum 

Mary Alice Mallum has been working for the past two and a half 
years as Consultant for California's Child Care Program, As you may 
know, this state has had, for the past.four years, legislation for a 
.State-supported program for the care of children’ whose mothers must 
work, This program is administered and supervised by the State Depart- 
“ment of Education, which also has established standards, At the present 
time this program includes about 13,500 children in 288 centers, housed 
for the most part in public schools, About two-thirds of the centers are 
nursery schools, and one-third are centers for school age children. | 


Miss Mallum's special responsibilities are with all centers in the 
southern half of the state and have to do with all phases of the educational 
program, particularly with planning for the in-service training of 
teachers, During the Federal Lanham Child Care Program, Miss Mallum 
supervised these centers in Santa Monica, California, Previous to that 
she was a member of the staff at the Broadoaks School of Education, 
Whittier College, and for several summers was a member of the Children's 
School staff at the Vassar Summer Institute. For two years, until the 
present term, she was Vice-President and Program Chairman of the Association 
‘for Nursery Education of Southern California. 
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Secretary-Treasurer: Edith M, Sunderlin 

Edith M, Sunderlin preceded her present professional work as 
Associate Professor in Child Development at Iowa State College with 
experiences as a teacher of home economics in Iowa and Minnesota, as 
an assistant preschool teacher in the State University of Iowa, and as 
director of the Junior League Day Nursery in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 


In her present position, Miss Sunderlin teaches courses in 
Play and Play Materials, Nursery School Planning, and Supervised Teaching 
in the Nursery School, In addition, she supervises three Nursery School 
groups. She is looking forward to offering a course in Children's 
Literature, having had extended experience in this field as the 
"Story Book Lady" on Iowa State College Radio Station WOI. She has 
offered stories to preschool children over the air since 1940, Her 
present program, "The Children's Corner", is heard over Station WOI 
(640 on your dial), Monday through Friday at 11:02 A.M, Of especial 
interest is the fact that Station WOI is pioneering in the use of television 
programs for educational purposes, As Chairman of the Home Economics 
Department Television Committee, Miss Sunderlin is working with others 
in finding suitable films, 


Besides maintaining membership in many professional organizations, 
Edith Sunderlin is a member of the College Committee on Graduate Student 
Welfare, the Committee on the Improvement of Teaching, and the Divisional 
Radio Committee. She is also Chairman of the Family Relations and Child 
Development Division of the Towa Home RFeonamics Association, 
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Twelve Members of the Governing Board 


Evelyn Beyer started her professional activities es a. teacher 
of three to seven year olds at Mt, Kemble School in Morristown, New Jersey, 
and at the Bank Street School. .After a year in the New York State Depart- 
ment as Supervisor of WPA Nursery Schools, she became Director of the 
Nursery School at Sarah Lawrence College and a teacher of Child. Study there. 


_— 1945, Miss Beyer has been Director of Preschdel Activities 
at the Rochester Child Health Institute in Rochester, Minneseta. Here she 
is engaged in pioneer work as part of a team of psychologists, pediatricians, 
nutritionists, and psychologists, exploring offerings which can be made in 
service’ and education, and what can be learned in a the development 
of chilares: from birth to maturity. 


Helen C, Dawe is a transplanted easterner who loves the middle 
west. Born in Concord, New Hampshire, she moved when very young to Green- 
field, Massachusetts where. she received a B,A, from Smith College and her 
M.A, degree at the Institute of Child Welfare in the University of Minnesota 
in 1932. She worked on a series of’-research projects there from 1933 to 
1934. From 1934 to 1936 she was head Pre-School teacher at the Iowa Child 
Welfare Research Station, Pre-School Laboratory, Beginning in 1936 she 
served as Research Assistant sane and received her degree, PhD. in 19h0, 


She taught Nursery School aid a course in Child Development at 
Iowa State College from 1939 to 1941. She has been Director of the 
Nursery School at the University of Wisconsin since the fall of 1941. 
Now Professor of Home Economics she teaches a course in "The Development 
of the Young Child" and another in "Early Childhood Education", 


Helen Dawe is Chairman of the University Committee of Child 
Development which is interested in promoting instruction and research in 
Child Development, She also served as a member of the University Committee 
on Functions and Policies, She was one of the authors of "Practice in 
Pre-School Education", and contributed an article to the 46th Yearbook of 
the National Association for the Study of Education, She served as the 
first Secretary with the recently formed "Midwestern Association for 
Nursery Education", She is a member of. Phi Beta Kappa; Pi Lambda Theta; 
Society for Research in Child Development; National Society for the Study 
of Education; Association for Student Teaching; American Home Economics 
Association; and the Midwestern Association for Nursery Fducation, 


She enjoys music, especially choral singing, Her other 
hobbies include reading, evinning, knitting, eee and her friends 
add "eating". 
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THE GOVERNING BOARD 


Helen Christianson, who is supervisor of the University Nursery 
School and lecturer in education at the University of California at Los 
Angeles, has been interested in teaching young children since her early 
teens, Later experiences, including work with Patty Smith Hill and 
observations at a demonstration nursery school at Teachers College, 
intensified her interest in young children, 


After a year of study at the Child Development Institute at 
Teachers College, Helen Christianson went to San Francisco to start the 
first nursery schools in that city under the auspices of the Golden Gate 
Kindergarten Association, a Community Chest agency. Later she worked 
at Manhattanville Nursery in New York City, as state supervisor of federal 
nursery schools in Pennsylvania, and as Instructor at State Teachers 
College at Willimantic, Connecticut, 


Music has been a source of delight to Miss Christianson since 
her preschool days, and continues to be both a hobby and a professional 
interest. She has written several articles on music for publications of 
the Association for Childhood Education, and became especially interested 
in Scandinavian folk music after a trip to Denmark, 
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James L, Hymes, Jr,, Professor of Education at George Peabody 
College, Nashville, Tennessee, is enthusiastic about the inauguration 
at that institution of a special sequence program training teachers for 
early childhood education positions, In addition, one of his major 
concerns is publicizing throughout the South, through meetings and 
conferences with parents and teachers, the need for the establishment 
of five-year-old groups, 


Hymes's past experiences include the editorship of Progressive 
Education, and service as the Director of the Child Service Department 
of the Kaiser Company, Incorporated, at the Portland Yard and the Oregon 
Shipbuilding Corporation. The Department cared for more than 4000 different 
pre-school children during a two-year span, operated twenty-four hours 4 
day, and at one time enrolled more than eight hundred children in one day, 


' Among his publications are Teachers Listen: The Children Speak, 


and On Being a Good Parent, published by the Teachers College Bureau of 
Publications; and two publications for the Public Affairs Commission, 

Enjoy Your Child, and How to Tell Your Child About Sex. In preparation 

for the latter organization is a book describing four, five and six year olds 
stating what good schools for that age are like, and how parents can help 
their children get a good start in school, 


On the personal side, Hymes is married and the father of three 
children, two girls and a boy, two curly-heads and a red head, all of whom 
are reported to be very active, 
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THERESA S. MAHLER 


THEODORA REEVE 


RUSSELL SMART 


ESTHER MASON 


KATHERINE READ 


HAROLD SHANE 


ELIZABETH L. WOODS 
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Theresa S, Mahler was born in Baltimore, but has resided in 
Los Angeles and San Francisco, since 1920, Her educational background 
includes work in child development, family life education, adult and nursery 
education, and related fields, In the Los Angeles City Schools, she worked 
with Adult Education, Parent Education, and Parent Observation Play Groups, 
and also established the first Nursery School under the Lanham Act, in North 
Hollywood, In addition, she served as Supervisor of Nursery Centers and in 
the In-Service Education Program for Child Care personnel in the Los Angeles 
City College. In 1946 she became Supervisor for the San Francisco Unified 
School District Nursery Schools, and is now the Director of the Child Care 
Program for that district, 


Mrs. Mahler's present position involves administration and 
supervision of thirty-four centers; 1300 children attend in the eighteen 
Nursery Schools and sixteen School Age Centers, Three new projects are 
under way: (1) use of two schools as in-service education centers for 
teachers; (2) establishment of family life education classes or study 
groups as a part of the Child Care Program; (3) use of one Nursery School 
as an experimental observation center for high school girls as part of 
Home Economics courses, 


Her other current activities include service as Public Relations 
Chairman, Association for Nursery Education of Northern California, Chairman 
of the Northern California Association for Nursery Education, and participa- 
tion in the annual A,N,E, Asilomar Conference. She is serving also as a 
member of the State Department of Education Salary Schedule Committee and 
as a member of the Study on Use of Music Recordings, In addition to main- 
taining an active interest and membership in many professional organizations, 
Mrs, Mahler takes part in a variety of community activities. 


Esther Mason is Director of the Department of Early Childhood 
and Elementary Education in Teachers College, Temple University. She 
secured her B,A, degree at Smith College and her M,A, degree from Teachers 
College, Columbia University, Her past teaching experiences include 
Nursery School Teacher, Institute of Uthenics, Vassar College; Nursery 
School Teacher, Laboratory School, Teachers College, Columbia University; 
Director of Workshop, Early Childhood Education, Temple University; 
Nursery School Teacher, Cleveland Day Nursery; Nursery School Teacher, 
New Orleans Nursery School, She started as Nursery School Teacher and 
Instructor in Early Childhood Education at Temple University; gradually 
took on more of the college teaching, until all time was given to that, 


She was Chairman of a State Committee working on a revision of 
the Kindergarten part of the State Curriculum, which was published in 
1948, She has been working as a consulting committee member for the 
Pennsylvania Association for Private Academic Schools on the standards 
for nursery schools and kindergartens. 
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Katherine H, Read is on the staff at — State College as 
professor of child development and director of the college nursery schools 
in the School of Home Economics, In the classes which she teaches, the 
students use the nursery schools as a laboratory for observation and for 
participation, While most of the students are taking the work as part of 
their preparation for parenthood, a small group is preparing for nursery 
school teaching as a profession, The most recent course developed in 
this area is one for men on "Behavior Problems of Young Children." 
Twenty-four men, many of them fathers, enrolled the first time the 
course was offered, 


Mrs, Read was a member of the staffs at Purdue University and at 
the University of California in the Institute of Child Welfare before going 
to Oregon State College. She has also worked at Child Guidance Clinics in 
Chicago and in Buffalo, A consultant in parent education for the National 
Congress of Parents and Teachers, she has conducted workshops for parent 
teacher leaders from eight states for the past two summers, 


Mrs, Read is the author of a recent book, The Nursery School: 
A Human Relationship Laboratory, published by W.B. Saunders last spring. 
She has written for Parents' Magazine, The National Parent Teacher, Childhood 
Education, the Journal of Consulting Ps ychology, and other professional 
publications. She collaborated with Catherine Landreth on The Education 
of the Young Child, published by Wiley in 1942, 


Theodora B, Reeve, Consultant in the Bureau of Child Development 
and Parent Education of the New York State Education Department, has as her 
particular interest and responsibility working in the early childhood 
education field, with emphasis on gaining greater recognition for the 
need for programs for children based on the principles of child growth and 
development. 


Some of her current activities are: working with groups of 
kindergarten teachers and planning workshops based on their area problems 
and concerns; working with other consultants in the Bureau on revision of 
child development guides for three to five year old children; working with 
teachers in intermediate grades in one school system to study the needs of 
individual children; and working with professional organizations such as 
the New Ycrk State Council for Early Childhood Education, 


Miss Reeve also finds time for extra-curricular activities, 
prominent among which are painting and digging around a cabin in the 
Catskills owned jointly with Mya Woodruff, a former NANE board member, 
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Eleanor Reich's accomplishment of which she is the proudest is 
having two sons; one is a freshman at Yale Law School (he graduated from 
Oberlin last year as an honor student and made Phi Beta Kappa); the other 
is a sophomore at Harvard and hopes to be a psychiatrist some day, They 
have both gone all the way through progressive schools since they were 
two years old and, regarded with the objectivity of a mother, seem to 
be pretty good ads for progressive schools, 


As for Eleanor Reich herself -- she has been Director of the 
Harriet Johnson Nursery School for the past eight years; Instructor at the 
New School for Social Research for an equal length of time, She is Educa- 
tional Consultant to the New York Hospital Nursery School, which she 
he\ped to start and of which she was Director for two years - 1946 and 
1949, It is an exciting new project connected with the Institute of 
Child Development of Cornell Medical School, (At some future date we 
would like to ask her to tell members of the NAN-E about it), They 
are helping to give pediatricians, pediatric nurses and occupational 
therapists a better understanding of the emotional needs of normal children, 


She also has been director of a summer camp for small children for 
five years but has discontinued this activity. She is a member of a number 
of committees concerned with child care in New York including the Citizens 
Committee on Children and the Free Synagogue Child Adoption Committee, 
of which she is a board member, She helped to start the Downtown Commun- 
ity School in New York and was a member of its board until a short time 
ago, 


Harold G, Shane, now Professor of Elementary Education at North- 
western University, began his professional experience as a fourth grade 
teacher in Cincinnati, Ohio. In the Ottawa Hills Schools in Toledo, Ohio, 
he taught at both the elementary and junior high school levels, and during 
his last two years there served as elementary principal as well as teaching 
part-time in the field of elementary education at Toledo University. 


For two and one half years Shane was connected with the State 
Department of Education for Ohio, part of the time as State Supervisor of 
Elementary Education, He left this position to join the faculty at the 
Ohio State University in 1943, was elected Superintendent of the Winnetka, 
Illinois, public schools in 1946, and hes been a nes of the Northwestern 
University faculty since 1949. 


Shane has served on the Editorial Boards of Childhood Education 
and Educational Leadership and on the governing boards of the Progressive 
Education Association and the National Association for Nursery Education, 
He is now serving as chairman of the Publications Committee of the 
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development of the National 
Education Association, He has written a number of professional articles 
and several books for children, 


During World War II, Shane served as an officer in the United 
States Navy, He is married to the former Ruth Marian Williams of Tof&edo, 
Ohio, and they have four children, 
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Russell C, Smart, Associate Protessor, Department of Child Devel- 
opment and Family Relationships was on the staff of the Merrill-Palmer 
School, Detroit, from 1937 to 1944, where he supervised students and the 
recreational activities of children 6 to 16, and taught Child Development 
and Child Psychology. 


He came to Cornell in 1945, but he continues to be director of 
the Merrill-Palmer summer camp for boys and girls from 6 to 12 at Dryden, 
Michigan, The camp is used as a laboratory for graduate students in 
child development, 


He received a B,A, degree from Dartmouth College, M.A, and PhD. 
from the University of Minnesota, He and his wife, who also is active 
in the field of child psychology, collaborate in writing magazine articles. 
They also are co-authors of a book on child development, "It's a Wise 
Parent." Another book, a high school child development text, "Living 
and Learning with Children" was published in June 1949. ‘The Smarts are 
the parents of three daughters, 


Elizabeth Woods, now Supervisor of Guidance and Counseling for 
the Los Angeles City Board of Education in 1926 was allowed to organize 
@ demonstration nursery school in Los Angeles, the first one with a trained 
staff. The head teacher had had training at Merrill Palmer and was a really 
remarkable person, This school provided for observation connected with 
courses for parents and for high school seniors in the nearby high school. 
Later when the WPA program was in operation, she organized the Los Angeles 
WPA nursery schools and was responsible for their supervision so long as 
the program lasted, 


She was Fellow and Diplomate, Division of Clinical and Abnormal 
Psychology, American Psychological Association; Fellow, American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science; Phi Beta Kappa; National Honor Member 
Pi Lambda Theta; Delegate from the United States to’the Pan American Confer- 
ence on Child Health and Protection; Teacher of Psychology, Rhode Island 
State Normal School and Vassar College; Instructor summer sessions, Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, University of Southern California, University of Califor- 
nia at Los Angeles; Psychologist and Director of Special Education, Wis- 
consin State Department of Public Instruction, eight and one-half years; 
came to Los Angeles as Director of the Department of Psychology and Educa- 
tional Research 1925; Associate editor JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH and 
THE CLEARING HOUSE; co-author of CHILD CARE AND GUIDANCE and a nursery 
school handbook for parents and teachers; contributor to REVIEW OF EDUCA = 
TIONAL RESEARCH and other educational and psychological publications. She 
became President elect, School Psychologist Section, American Psychological 
Association, 1950, 
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ON THE PERSONAL SIDE 


Note from the Editor: During the past two years that I have served as 
Editor of the BULLETIN, regional representatives have provided the person- 
al and professional items of interest to the readers of the BULLETIN, 


Recently, we have added state representatives in order to provide even 
wider coverage, 


This issue, therefore, inaugurates news items sent by re- 
presentatives of twenty-seven states. Subsequent issues will include 
additional news supplied by these reporters, announcements of other state 
representat_vss and news from other states. 


Readers of the BULLETIN and all NANE members are invited 
to inform your representatives of items of interest or to send your news 
directly to mes 

Viola Theman, BULIETIN Editor 
School of Education 
Northwestern University 
Evanston, Illinois 
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ON THE PERSONAL SIDE 


ALABAMA - State and regional representative 
Lea B, Cowles, 356 Guilds Woods, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 


ARIZONA - State ‘representative 
Imogene Myrland, 2444 E, Hawthorne, Tucson, Arizona ~ 


Imogene Myrland is director of the Tucson Nursery School, Incorporated, 
&@ non-profit organization for children of employed mothers, As the new 
Arizona state representative for the NANE BULLETIN, she is on the look- 
out for news items. In this issue, she brings us news of two new schools 
and of a recently organized association. 

William J, Schneider and Florence Hemley Schneider are directing the 
new Freehaven School for preschool children in Tucson, 

Charlotte Wagner is the director of the Tucson conee, School, which 
has recently opened, 

Nina Brannen, director of the Little Bears! School in Tucson, has been 
elected president of an association of teachers of young children which was 
organized last winter, Meetings of the association are held monthly with 
programs dealing with subjects of interest to the teacher of the preschool 
child, There are thirty-five members in the group. 


CALIFORNIA - Regional representative 
Helen Christianson, 4447 Victoria Park Drive, Los Angeles, California 
State representative 
Theresa S, Mahler, 45 Lincoln Way, San Francisco 22, California 


_ Mary Alice Mallum, one of the NANE board members, and the State Director 
of Education in California » was head of the three year old group at the 
Vassar Summer Institute. 


COLORADO - State 
"Helen Crum Wood (Mrs. James E.), 1218 Ninth Avenue, Greeley, Colorado 


The former Helen L. Crum was married last March to James E, Wood of 
Greeley. Although she is no longer teaching full time at the Colorado 
State College of Education in Greeley, Mrs. Wood is continuing her interest 
in nursery school education, and has contributed many interesting news items 
to the BULLETIN in her capacity as state representative. 
; Alberta Reitze, formerly of the Home Economics Department at the Univers - 
ity of Illinois, is replacing Mrs. Wood on the staff at the Colorado State 
College of Education, While at the University of Illinois, Miss Reitze 
supervised students in child growth and development in the Nursery School, 
Fern D. Cazel, who was director of preschool at Brentwood Town and 
Country School in Los Angeles, has accepted a graduate internship at Colo- 
rado State College of Education and is heading a four-year-old nursery group, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
- 
| 
> 


oN 


beginning this fall, 

Ruth Blair, head of the Department of Home Economics at the University 
of Colorado at Boulder, sends word of two nursery schools in that commun- 
ity. A parent-cooperative school has been started under the auspices of 
the Unitarian Church, The president is Bobb Brown and the teacher, 

Betty Gruden, Glen W. Long is the teacher at the Vetsville Nursery School, 
There is no nursery school at the University but Dr, Blair teaches a child 
development course there, 

Winifred Reynolds is in charge of the Child Development program at 
Colorado A, & M, College at Fort Collins. She writes that last November the 
Preschool was host to the State Board of Agriculture for luncheon as a part 
of a get-acquainted program, The twelve members thoroughly enjoyed being 
served at the low tables by the youngest collegiate group on the campus, 
Other news from Colorado A, & M, is as follows: 

Jean Powers Benson resigned in June, 1990, to join her husband in a 
career in the army, . 

Jewel Hullquist Varwig was an assistant in the Preschool Summer Sessions 
in 1950. 

Dorothy Ann White is a new instructor in the Preschool this fall. 

Myrtle Curtis of Moore School is in charge of the preschool program in 
the Denver Public Schools, a program which serves children aged two to five 
years and which includes work with parents. This past year, the seven parent 
and preschool teachers conducted fifty-eight parent groups, the same number 
of children's groups, one training class for assistant teachers in the 
children's groups, and six training classes for discussion leaders. There 
were 2,075 parents and 3,425 children enrolled in groups during the year. 


CONNECTICUT - State representative 

Evelyn Eastman, 155 Green St., New Haven, Connecticut 

Connecticut. had several representatives at the meeting called by Amy 
Hostler to get reactions to the proposed program for the conference - among 
them Harriet Nash, Mrs, Paul Burnham, Sister Mary deLourdes and Evelyn East- 
man, 


With Harriet Nash of the State Department of Education, many of the 
Connecticut NANE members have volunteered to serve on committees to evaluate 
nursery schools which request certification of approval, Other than state 
inspection by health and fire authorities, Connecticut has no laws which 
would restrict operation by unqualified persons, teaching standards, etc, ~ 


FLORIDA - State representative 

Kate V, Wofford, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 

Kate V. Wofford spent several weeks in New York last summer, completing 
a chapter for the 1951 Yearbook of the National Society for Rural Education, 
The Yearbook will be on rural education, 

Anne Holdford, Principal of the Woodward School, Brooklyn and formerly 
President of the New York State Association for Childhood Education headed 
@ workshop for the teachers of young children at the University of Florida 
this summer, 
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Janet McCracken, who has been on leave from the University of Florida 
to complete her doctorate at Ohio State, returned to the University of 
Florida this fall to take charge of the work for early childhood education 
in the Elementary Department, University of Florida, 


HAWAII - Territory representative 
Mary Musgrove, Director of Kindergartens, Department of Public Instruction 
Territory of Hawaii, Honolulu, Hawaii : 
Mary Musgrove réports that she and her staff have had a busy summer. The 
first part found them moving to a new office building, at the same time carry- 
ing on a workshop in science for teachers. During the rest of the sumer, they 
have been occupied with plans for starting fifty-three new kindergarten classes 
to add to the 506 classes now operating in the public schools of the Territory. 
The addition of these new groups will mean that only about thirty-five per 
cent of the five-year-old children in the Territory will not be taken care 
of in public school groups, | 
Oei Maechara, who works with Mary Musgrove as Assistant Supervisor of 
Kindergartens for the Department of Public Instruction, attended the National 
Training Laboratory in Group Dynamics at Bethel, Maine, last summer, 


ILLINOIS - State representative 

Marion deLargy, 1942 Greenwood Ave., Wilmette, Illinois 

Marion deLargy, the new Illinois state representative, is director of 
the Glencoe Nursery School, During the last few years, the program at the 
school has been lengthened to one and one half years to fit in with the half 
year of junior kindergarten and full year of kindergarten in the public 
schools. Two public school rooms and a bath have been remodeled to better 
meet the needs of young children.. 

Rose Foster of the Jack and Jill School in Aurora, Edna Mohr of the 
Elizabeth McCormick Memorial Fund, Helen H. Doherty of the Department of Public 
Welfare, and Marion deLargy are members of the program division of a recently 
organized committee to formulate the standards under which Illinois will 
license day care centers for young children, Under the chairmanship of Rose 
Foster, the group met on May 20 at the home of Marion deLargy. 

The Board of the Winnetka Community Nursery School, of which Ethel 


Wright Kunkle is director, invited the Board of the Glencoe Nursery School to 


an open meeting in May, as part of a program started on the North Shore last 
winter. It was felt that mutual aid could be found for similar problems by 
having small, informal meetings of board members, parents, and staff members 
of neighboring nursery schools, A joint parents! meeting of the Glencoe and 
Highland Park Nursery Schools last winter proved most suscessful and helpful, 
and gave impetus to the idea. ; 
Katherine Hudson was an assistant in the three year old group at the 

Vassar Summer Institute. Formerly co-director of the Skokie Nursery School 
in Winnetka, she becomes director of the Glenview Nursery School this fall. 


INDIANA - State representative 
Margaret Nesbitt, School of Home Economics, Purdue University, Lafayette, 


Indiana 
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Margaret Nesbitt, who is serving as the Indiana representative for 
the BULLETIN, is head of the Department of Family Life and Director of the 
Nursery School at Purdue University. 


IOWA - State representative 

Anita Kezer, Assistant Professor, Department of Child Development, 

Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa 

Anita Kezer sends interesting news of a tradition at Iowa State College 
Nursery School, As a part of the parent program, an annual family picnic 
is held the last day of school at five o'clock on the playground at the 

be school, Everyone comes - fathers, mothers, the nursery school children, 

Seer older and younger brothers and sisters, and occasionally grandparents, There 
B are usually about two hundred people present, Miss Kezer reports that last 
mA - year a ten day old baby came and slept through it in his basket, while his 
% parents and two older nursery school brothers enjoyed the picnic, Parents 
are responsible for their own children, but staff members are assigned 

Re places to watch in case a child is lost. A committee of six mothers and 
< one staff member plans the picnic, for which staff members furnish the ice 

cream and parents supply the rest of the food, Keeping track of children, 

Seeing the new additions to families, visiting, and eating make planned 
entertainment unnecessary, 

Gertrude E, Chittenden, Head of the Department of Child Development 

at Iowa State College, aud Lydia Swanson, Professor of Child Development 
there, taught a workshop on "Teaching Child Development in Secondary Schools" 

at Iowa State College in July. Miss Swanson taught a similar workshop at 

Purdue University later in the summer, and met with both the Minnesota and 
Iowa State Conferences of High School Homemaking Teachers in order to task 

with them about teaching Child Development in secondary schools, 

Ruth Updegraff and Gertrude E, Chittenden are working with the Technical 


Committee on Fact Finding for Iowa in preparation for the White House Confer- 
ence, 


KANSAS - State representative 

~~ uelle M, Foster, Department of Home Economics, The University of 

Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 

Jane Ferrell, University of Kansas, '49, M.A, University of Wisconsin, 
'50, has accepted a position as head nursery school teacher at Kansas State 
College, 

Elva (Horton) Smith is a new graduate assistant in the nursery school 
at Kansas State, 

Gladys I, Bellinger, Ph.D., Cornell, is teaching ‘child development and 
family relations courses at Kansas State. 

Ruth McNeilly, head teacher at the University of Kansas Nursery School, 
taught during the summer session at Iowa State Teachers College. 

Luella M, Foster, Director of the University of Kansas Nursery School 
and Instructor in Child Development, attended the conference of the National 
Council on Family Relations in Denver and participated in a panel on "Home 
Management and Family Relationships." ; 

Last year Leone Kell, state chairman of the division of child develop- 
ment and family relations of the Kansas State Home Economics Association 
compiled a directory of all organized nursery schools in the state. This year 
Luella M, Foster, present state chairman, is cooperating with other agencies 
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in working on standards for schools and pereonnel. 


KENTUCKY - State representative 

Opal Powell Wolford, Berea College, Berea, Kentucky 

Opal Powell Wolford voices a need for more directories of public and 
private nursery schools, such as a few states now have, These directories, 
she feels, would be a great help in placing students. 


LOUISIANA - State representative 
Willie Fletcher, School of Home Economics » Louisiana Polytechnic 
Institute, Ruston, Louisiana 


MAINE - State representative 
"Katherine A, Miles (Dr.), Merrill Hall, University of Maine, oueniis Maine 
Katherine A, Miles is Professor of 

Home Bconomics and Director of the 

Nursery School at the University of 

“Maine, She has been active in helping 

to organize and equip play groups in 

rural areas in the state. During the 

summers of 1948 and 1949, she worked 

with the University Extension Service 

helping Farm Bureau groups establish 

play groups where preschool age rural 

children might be cared for while their’ ~ 

mothers attended the Farm Bireau meet- 
ings. A major problew during the first 
sumuer of this work was the eccumulation 
of suitable equipment with little ex- 
penditure of funds. Many toys were made 
or remodeled by parents, and others 

loaned for short periods by children 


in the groupvs, Another need in starting 
the play groups was to give some rudi- a 


mentary training in techniques of work- 
ing with childzen in groups, as well 
as help in program planning, 


During her second summer of service 
with the Farm Bureau, Dr. Miles emphasized 
the importance of providing creative 
materials aud the valve of such materials 
to young children. Demonstrations of 
finger painting materials and their use 
as_well as of clay and easel painting, 
were held for each group, and many parents 
made use of these suggestions in their 
homes, 


There are now in operation ten or 
twelve such play groups in the state, with 
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more to be established, and an increasing number of requests for talks to 


pie young parent groups throughout the state are being received, 


e% Dr, Miles' plans for this fall include work with several teachers of 
Ss private nursery schools in Bangor in starting some organized interest in 


> it work with young children, There is as yet no organized group of NANE 
“Al in the state, 


MASSACHUSETTS - State representative 
Lillian Gehri, Wheelock College, 47 Pilgrim Road, Boston, Massachusetts 
Lillian Gehri is supervisor of student teachers at Wheelock College, 
a position she has held for the past four years, Last summer she taught and 
‘Supervised students at the Nursery Training School of Boston. 


MICHIGAN - State representative 

Grace Graveline, 18294 Wormer St., Detroit, Michigan 

Grace Graveline is one of a number of persons in Nursery Education 
participating on a state committee to help obtain legislation aed State-Aid 
for children three years and over. 

The "City Fathers" or the City Council have again ine lunes the Nursery 
Day Care Program in the Department of Public Welfare budget so Miss Graveline 
is still active in the field of nursery education, ‘There are six centers for 
2-5 year olds and 5-10 year olds all housed in public school buildings. 

The centers have now been under the Department of Public Welfare for 
four years, after the closing of the Board of Education Lanham Program, They 
continue to see such services needed by many parents, and at the same time 
recognize the need for community education for all kinds of nursery education 
facilities. 

Irma Unruh, past President of the Midwestern Association for Nursery 
Education, is now supervisor of Home and Family Living for the Detroit Board 
of Education, She still retains a close interest in nursery education as 
consultant for the Nursery Day Care Program, Department of Public Welfare, 
and as a board member of the Preschool Association for Metropolitan Detroit, 

Edna N, White, former director of the Merrill-Palmer School, is an active 
and helpful addition to the state committee working for State-Aid to local 
schools for the extension of education downwards to include three year olds, 
Miss White and several others will be meeting with the legislative study 
committee during the next few months. We are sure that some good ground- 
work for nursery education will be laid down, 

Roberta Hemingway, Nursery Education Consultant for the State Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare, reports increasing numbers of cooperative nursery 
groups organizing and applying for licenses. Miss Hemingway was recently 
loaned to the Chicago Social Welfare Department to consult with department 
persons on licensing procedures for nursery schools, 

Mary Sweeney, former assistant director of the Merrill-Palmer School, 
is back temporarily working with committee members of the board and trustees, 
This committee is working together as the Endowment Fund Committee. Miss 
Sweeney's particular consultant service helps the committee members to 
interpret the functions of the Merrill-Palmer School to individuals in the 
commmnity. 
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Elsa Brown Sheridan, a Nursery Educator of long standing in Detroit 
and now Supervisor of the Nursery Day Care Program with the Department of 
Public Welfare, continues to work with many groups in the interest of 
nursery education, She is a past president of the Michigan A,C.E, and is 
now working to orgenize the annual state meeting in Detroit next year, 


MINNESOTA - Regional and state representative 
Katherine E, Roberts (Dr.), 1153 Ist Ave., S. W,., Rochester, Minnesota 


MISSISSIPPI - State representative 

Blanche Tansil, University of Mississippi, University, Mississippi. 

Carolyn J. Franke » Kathleen K, Rouse, Gloria L. Tubb, and Pauline N. 
Holmes served on the staff of the University of Mississippi Summer Children's 
School. The school is an accredited Nursery School operated by the Depart- 
ments of Home Economics and Psychology and the School of Education, Students 
in the Home Economics course in Child Care and Development participate in 
the Nursery School laboratory. 


MISSOURI - State representative 
Elizabeth C, Lloyd, 7270 Stanford, St, Louis 5, Missouri 


NEW JERSEY. - State representative 

Florence M, Mason, Miss Mason's School, 341 Nassau St., Princeton, 

New Jersey 

Florence M, Mason is the director of the school bearing her name in 
Princeton. The school has an enrollment of about fifty three and four year 
old children, 

Ethel Baader, director of the Gateway Nursery School in Montclair, has 
been elected president of the New Jersey Nursery Association for a two year 
term, The Association is approximately five years old and has five active 
chapters, Numerous regional meetings, workshops, and lectures have been held, 
as well as three state-wide meetings during the past year. 

Jessie Dell Crawford (Dr.), retiring president of the New Jersey Nursery 
Association, has resigned from her professorship in Christian Education at 
the Princeton Theological Seminary in order to devote her time to free lance 
lecturing and writing. Dr. Crawford has recently written some of the new 
curriculum for the Sunday Church School of the Presbyterian Church of the 
United States, She also initiated and organized a cooperative nursery school 
for the children of students and faculty of the Seminary in Princeton. 


NEW MEXICO - State representative 

John Julia McMahan, (Miss), Box 401, New Mexico State A & M College, 

State College, New Mexico 

John Julia McMahan is Director of the Nursery School and Instructor in 
the Department of Education and Psychology, New Mexico College of Agriculture 
and Mechanic Arts. 

Claude C. Dove, (Dr. ), Head of the Department of Education and Psychology 
at New Mexico College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, has been pioneering 
for young children of the state since he arrived in New Mexico in 1935. 
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NEW YORK - Regional representative 
Theodora B. Reeve, Supervisor, Bureau of Child eee and Parent 
Education, State Education Department, Albany 1, New York 
State representative 

Lillfe Brissman, 128 W. 104th St., New York 25, New York 

Lillie Brissman is director of the Glen Oaks Nursery School, a coopera- 
tive school in Floral Park, Long Island, Ss 

Nancy Wheeler, one of the nursery school teachers from Sarah Lawrence 
College, was a head teacher of a group of five year olds at the Vassar Summer 
Institute, 

Evelin Omwake, President of the New York State Association for Nursery 
Education and a member of the NANE 1951 conference committee, became Director 
of the Poughkeepsie Day School. Evelin also played an active part in the 
Vassar Summer Institute this summer. 

Josephine Palmer, New Paltz State Teachers College, and Jessie Hahn, 
Cortland State Teachers College, were among the 14,000 students pursuing 
higher education at Teachers College, Columbia, this summer. 

Norma Jackson, who is one of the officers in the New York State Associa- 
tion of Nursery Education, took an anthropology course in the Virgin Islands 
this Summer, She recommends that place for study. 

Maria Teresa Santos, Lisbon, Portugal, was sent to this country to study 
nursery-kindergarten-primary programs, Her progrem was planned by Mary Dabney 
Davis in the United States Office of Education, Mitza, as she became affection- 
ately known, participated in the ACEI program in Ashville, had several weeks 
in the National College of Education in Evanston, Illinois, a few weeks in 
New York State visiting nursery-kindergarten-primeary programs as well as 
Some teacher training workshops, and a month in the Vassar Summer Institute. 


OKIAHOMA - State representative . 

Virginia Messenger, Oklahoma A & M College Nursery, Stillwater, Oklahoma 

Virginia Messenger is Head of the Department of Home Life at Oklahoma 
A, & M, Coliege. With the help of representatives from other colleges, she 
wrote an article for the June issue of the Journal of Home Economics on 
"Veterans' Families Go to School." The family life programs in the eight 
colleges described in the article center around the nursery school, At 
Oklahoma A, & M, College, nursery schools were included in the initial plans 
for the veterans! village, and the experience has proved challenging for 
_ Students, parents, and staff, 

Evelyn M. Duvell (Dr.), Executive Secretary of the National Council on 
Family Relations, and Dr. Sylvanus M, Duvall, Professor of Sociology at 
George Williams College in Chicago, were consultants for a Marriage and 
Family Living Workshop held in the Home Life Department of Oklahoma A, & M, 
College from June 19 through June 30, 
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OREGON - State representative 
Miriam A, Wiggenhorn, School of Home Economics, Oregon State College, 


Corvallis, Oregon 

Mrs, Katherine H, Read, Supervisor of the Nursery Schools and Professor 
of Child Development at Oregon State College, has had a new book published by 
W, B, Saunders Company, entitled The Nursery School: A Human Relationships 
Laboratory. 
. Dr. Edith Buxbaum led a seminer for the discussion of case studies 
of children in Seattle last May. Members of the nursery school staff of 
Oregon State College and staff members from nursery schools in Portland 
joined with teachers from the University of Washington and from private 
schools in the seminar, and felt that it was a real opportunity for pro- 
fessional growth. 


PENNSYLVANIA - State representative 
Laura Hooper, Director, Illman-Carter Unit, 3944 Walnut St., Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, 
Dr. Hooper has just returned from Japan where she went on an assignment 
for the State Department of the U.S.A. 
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RHODE ISIAND - State representative 

Dura-Louise Cockrell, Department of Child Development and Family 

Relations, Rhode Island State College, Kingston, Rhode Island 

Dr. Dura-Louise Cockrell, who is Head of the Department of Child Develop- 
ment and Family Relations at Rhode Island State College, and Mrs, Margaret 
Langdon attended the planning meeting for the. Biennial Conference of the 
National Association for Nursery Education, which was called by Miss Amy 
Hostler, Chairman of the Conference, Mrs. Langdon, in addition to being 
Executive Secretary of the Rhode Island Society for Crippled Children and 
Adults, Incorporated, is serving as President of the Rhode Island Council 
for Exceptional Children, © 

Helen Johnson, Assistant Professor of Child Development and Family 
Relations at Rhode Island State College, is an active member of the Associa- 
tion for Student Teachers, 

Catherine Monahan, Supervisor of Kindergartens in the public schools 
of Providence, is a member of the Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development, and attended the spring meeting in Boston. 


SOUTH CAROLINA - State representative ; 
Dorothy M. Forsythe (Mrs.), Box 2, Winthrop College, Rock Hill, South 
Carolina 
Dorothy M. Forsythe is Assistant Professor at Winthrop, the South Caro- 
lina College for Women. She directs the Nursery School and teaches related 
subjects in Child Development and Nursery School Education, 


SOUTH DAKOTA - State representative 

Elinor Brown Funk, 1617 Carter Pkace, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

After twelve years of nursery school teaching and teacher training at 
Temple University and five summers as Head Teacher of the three year old 
group at the Vassar College Summer Institute, Elinor B. Funk came home for a 
year's leave of absence. She studied speech and radio at one of South Dakota's 
colleges, wrote her second book of stories for young children, "Holiday and 
Everydays" and was married, Her most recent activity on behalf of children 
has been a weekly radio program for parents that now is in its fifth year. 


TENNESSEE - State representative 

Olive B. McVickar (Mrs. David L.), 4211 Kirtland Ave,, Nashville 4, Tenn. 

Mrs. David L. McVicker is the author of a pattyhlet which has been issued 
by the Vanderbilt Cooperative, In response to a number of questions from 
both parents and teachers, Mrs, McVickar, who is Chairman of the Nashville 
Council for Education of Children Under Six, has Gescrived in the pamphlet 
something of the procedure and basic philosophy of cooperative schools, 

Gean Morgan from the Peabody Demonstration School, Mary Elizabeth Keister 
from the University of Tennessee, and Mrs, Charles Allen (Katherine Bradstreet) 
from the Oak Ridge Schools are helping with plens for the 1951 Regional Con- 
ference on Children Under Six, 

Katherine Bradstreet Allen was one of the three NANE members invited from 
Temmessee to attend the Southern Leaders Conference in Nashville. She still 
is in charge of the Grove Nursery School (Oak Ridge) which has become a co- 
Operative. 
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VIRGINIA - State representative 
Ida Jones Curry, Division of Home Economics, Hampton Institute, Hampton, 
Virginia 
Ida Jones Curry is Professor of Child Development and Preschool Education, 
_ and Director of the. Preschool at Hampton Institute. She has had a rich and 
. varied experience in training teachers and organizing groups in the field of 
early childhood education, During the war, she assisted in counseling, train- 
ing teachers, and organizing nursery schools and day care centers throughout 
the state. She has served as consultant to many child study groups, and has 
conducted workshops for nursery and kindergarten teachers at Hampton Institute 
and Texas State University. She spent one summer observing programs in 
early childhood education in England, France, Belgium, and Holland, 


. WASHINGTON - State representative 
Eleanor Evans, University Nursery School, University of Washington, 
Seattle 5, Washington 
Eleanor Evans is Assistant Professor and Acting Director of the University 
Nursery School at the University of Washington, She writes with enthusiasm 
of the new quarters for the school, Outstanding features are play-yards with 
long, wide, T-shaped runways for wheel toys, a brick terrace, and wide 
stretches of green grass. Yards are partitioned by low brick or concrete 
block walls to facilitate grouping of children. Color plays an important 
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part in the renovation of the two-story building now used by the school, and 
it has been suggested that a national magazine tell the story in color-photo, 

Esther Skeels resigned her position at the University Nursery School 
because of illness, and is to be replaced by Mrs. Roma Winn, - © 

Constance Stokes, a Bank Street graduate, will return East after two 
years at the University of Washington Nursery School, and Elsie L. Darling, 
Vassar and Columbia, who has been teaching the past year at Central School 
in Seattle, will join the staff in Miss Stokes' place. 

Betsey Williams, who is president of the Puget Sound Association for 
Nursery Education, has contributed greatly to the study and survey sponsored 
by the Council of Social Agencies. She served as a specialist to the Day 
Care Committee for immediate and long-term planning for better services for 
children throughout the city and state. 

Emma Harris of Puliman was the survey specialist for the Council of 
Social Agencies study. During the past summer, she attended Teachers College, 
Columbia University. 

Ruth Alliger has been giving one afternoon a week to the Psychiatric 
Clinic for Children at the University of Washington. She has been in charge 
of group therapy, a research project for the clinic. 
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